MUMP AND SMOOT

SOMETHING ELSE
REVIEWS



Mump & Smoot are masters
of every aspect of comedy

These

clowns are
uproarious

REVIEW
ALBERTA THEATRE PROJECTS PRESENTS MUMP & SMOOT
IN SOMETHING ELSE WITH ZUG AT THE ARTS CENTRE'S
MARTHA COHEN THEATRE THROUGH MARCH 19.
TickeTs/INFO: TICKETMASTER (299-8888)
ATP Box OFFICE, CALL 294-7402.
RATING: Jre % OUT OF FOUR

BOB CLARK
CALGARY HERALD

_ show, Mump & Smoot in Something Else with Zug,
which runs at the Martha Cohen Theatre through
March 19, amounts to a flawless demonstration of the
comic art, akind of surreal Abbott and Costello, but with
nuance: — and a lot funnier. :

Michiael Kennard and John Turner, aka Mump & Smoot,
have built their show around a storyline which opens with
the hapless duo arriving on stage and attempting to invoke
the spirit of their god, Ummo — but to no avail.

‘When they settle instead for Zug, the Mephistophelean
genie set free from the lamp that rewards their otherwise
fruitless incantations of gibberish, they are granted the
wishes that precipitate the good-humoured — and some-
times macabre — mayhem that follows.

The rest of the show is an aggregate of five brilliantly
comic segments that fall somewhere between spoof and
satire in their take on such human follies as the futility of
war and army life in general, gourmet cooking, and space
travel

As clowns, Kennard and Turner are masters, and reveal at
every turn the multi-faceted artistry that attaches to the
theatre clown. The ability to pantomime, for instance, is so
highly-developed that even without their expert use of gib-
berish the audience would have no trouble in understand-
ing the action. .

The occasional use of English words, too, in the welter of
nonsense syllables was extraordinary in its timing, casting
the words in the role of punch-lines. Inevitably, whenever
they occurred, they earned a laugh.

Turner’s Smoot was a superbly drawn comic turn. Every-
thing about this character endeared him to the audience,
and no wonder. His whole deportment as he waddled about
in his baggy shorts was that of a lovable buffoon with just
enough sense to know when he’d had his fill of Mump’s
twaddle.

The interaction between Turner’ Smoot and Kennard's
Mump was tightly conceived throughout the show's two
hours. There were no loose ends; everything was mapped
out to the smallest detail. Yet there was no sacrifice of
spontaneity, and this is what made the duo’s antics so de-
lightfully — often uproariously -- nutty.

:Christian Laurin’s Zug was impressively sinister, presid-
ing over the Mump & Smoot Show with the spooky mien of
amedieval Prince of Darkness. And it was here, in the char-
acter of Zug — and in the quirkily offbeat music devised
and performed to great effect by Greg Morrison — that one
felt the tug into deeper territory hinted at in the produc-
tion’s publicity.

It seems a heartless cavil in view of the many exquisite
moments of high comedy contained in the show, but the
concept for this particular production still needs tighten-
ing. A stronger unifying element would make the evening
seem less like a sequence of disconnected — though in-
spired — skits, and more like a single, integrated piece of
theatre.

Mu mp & Smoot are one helluva clown act. Their
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KATE TAYLOR
Theatre Critic

ump and Smoot are look-

ing for God, but haven't

found him yet. This pair of
ever questing, often macabre and
always funny clowns, first created a
decade ago by Toronto performers
Michael Kennard and John Turner,
are back in a new show called
Something Else, presented by Cana-
dian Stage at its Berkeley Street the-
atre.

These adult clowns begin with a
favourite theme: religion. The bum-
bling and mischievous sidekick
Smoot (that's Tumer) stumbles on
stage, trying to keep up with the
bossy Mump (that’s Kennard) while
carrying a cone-shaped icon and
repeating a sacred chant in the in-
imitable gibberish in which this
pair specializes. Here's another at-
tempt to summon Ummo, the god
whom Mump and Smoot worship,
but once again he's a no-show. In-
stead, the sinister Zug (Rick Kunst)
puts in a silent appearance.

From this scene of frustrated
spiritualism, Something Else moves
on to lighter fare, offering a magic
show in which Mump puts Smoot
in a box and hacks off all his limbs,
and a grotesque cooking show in
which some resilient audience
member has to sit patiently at a
dining table while the clowns kill
dinner — and each other. After the
intermission, it's war and space
travel that are skewered in a show
that repeatedly spoofs spectacle,
from the mass to the military.

Fans will note Mump and Smoot
are often more satisfying in shorter

THEATRE REVIEW
-

SOMETHING ELSE
Written and performed by
Michael Kennard and John Turner
Directed by Karen Hines
Rating: ¥

shows featuring a single, extended
plot, but these scenes are linked by
the clowns’ struggle to control the
forces they conjure. Their search
for God, love or power leaves plenty
of room for both lightly comic fail-
ure and darkly grotesque despera-
tion.

They are joined on stage not only
by Kunst's Zug, but also by Fingers
(their composer Greg Morrison),
who provides sonorous accompa-
niment at the keyboard while the
robed figure of Scurry (production
assistant Scott Macdonald) hurries
about changing props. Kennard
and Turner have worked with Kunst
on previous shows, but the stage is
now getting a bit crowded. Director
Karen Hines, the clowns’ long-time
collaborator, sews it all together
smoothly, but the larger cast and
the multiple scenes do create an of-
fering that is not as sharply focused
as some previous efforts.

That's a minor problem, how-
ever: The crucial relationship that
the manipulative Mump and the
victimized Smoot always establish
with their audience remains intact.
In their ever yearning and some-
times violent characters we see our-
selves.

Until Feb. 14 at 26 Berkeley St., To-
ronto ;
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They charm us with their childlike With an assist from Zug —a cross
innocence. between Aladdin’s genie and the
But they delight us with the child-  devil himself — Mump (Kennard)
like evil that, when you strip off the and Smoot (Turner) are able to live
rose-coloured glasses, out their egocentric
goes hand-in-hand dreams.
with that innocence. But whateveritis
For Toronto’s they turn their hands
Mump and Smoot it's to, there's a pitfall, it
been a fail-safe formu- seems, from Mump's
la for success, and 7 £o at magic, Smoot’s
while they continue to ] turn as a celebrity
refine it, they certainly Y g chef and Mump’s fan-
aren't meddling with it : tasy of world con-
in a major way in J hn guest. Things just
Mump & SmootIn 0 never guite seem to
“Something Else” work out.
With Zug. Babbling on in Um-
This latest show monian — a language
from the brilliantly de- THEATRE that occasionally in-
mented minds of Mi- tersects with a plain-
chael Kennard and spoken English bor-
John Turner opened Sunday night at - dering on bluntness, the two become
the Berkeley Street Theatre in asso-  what is perhaps the ultimate child in
ciation with Canadian Stage. all of us: Innocent to be sure, but
This time, the demented duofrom  also selfish, self-centred and com-
the planet Ummeo forsake their wor-  pletely unaware of anything remote-
ship of their native god in favour of ly resembling consequence,
an evil magician named Zug (played In a world where clowning is too

by perennial villain Rick Kunst).

often synonymous with sloppiness, it

-mst| fo bratty kid in us

is perhaps as much the staging as a
unique style of clowning that separ-
ates Mump and Smoot from a herd
of also-rans.

Under the direction of Karen
Hines, Something Else With Zug is
exquisitely if occasionally primitive-
ly staged, building from a strong first
act into a second that is pure theatri-
cal bliss — madness and magic of
the laugh-out-loud variety.

Working on a remarkably adapta-
ble, inventive and evocative set
created by Campbell Manning and
lit by Michel Charbonneau, Ken-
nard, Turner and company create a
complete world in which they cocoon
their audience in a show that turns
the entire theatre into a stage.

Something Eise is a show for the
child in each of us — the one we
rarely let out of the cage.

SUN rating {OUTOF5)
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MUNP & SHOOT
Berkeley Street Theatre




By LISA WILTON
Calgary Sun

If you’ve never been a fan of clowning,
you've never seen Mump & Smoot.

John Turner and Michael Kennard’s
delinquent creations are a delightful, hilari-
ous treat for those in need of a good laugh.

The duo’s latest production, Mump & Smoot
in Something Else with Zug, follows the hap-
less twosome through five manic, uproarious
skits — each one depicting what happens
when their deepest dreams come true.

Making their way through the venue while
chanting like freakish Gregorian monks,
Mump (Kennard) and his impish, childlike
sidekick Smoot seem to be in the midst of
some sort of ancient religious ritual.

‘When the well-meaning clowns fail to sum-
mon their great native god Ummo, they
become exasperated and desperate.

Although Ummo is a no-show, Mump and
Smoot unwittingly unleash a menacing genie
from his magic lamp prison.

Frightened at first, Smoot and Mump soon
realize the genie will grant them whatever
their hearts desire, leading to some darkly
comic and side-splitting situations.

The clowns are mischievous and sel-cen-
tered (they are horrified and offended when
an audience member dares to cough during
the show), but they also have an innocent sin-
cerity the audience easily sympathizes with.

For example, Mump — whose first wish is
to be a magician—becomes distraught when
one of his new-found magic tricks goes awry
and he is unable to bring back Smoot, whom
he has just chopped up into little bits and
stuffed in a bag.

It’s macabre stuff, but Kennard and
Turner’s incredible comic timing keeps the
audience in stitches.

As the fearful genie Zug, Christian Laurin
nearly stole every scene he was in with his
tall, intimidating presence and ghoulish
voice. Still, it was impossible to match Ken-
nard and Turner’s inspired performances.

Something Else has alimitedrun at ATP so
get your tickets soon, because this is one
adult clown show you can’t miss.

Besides, Mump and Smoot would be horri-
bly offended if you did.

UPROARIOUS

ss Mump & Smoot
are not your
average clowns.
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Demomc duo
get wish Ilst

COMPLETE WEEKLY
EVENTS LISTINGS

MUMP & SMOOT IN SOMETHING
ELSE WITH ZUG, written by Michael
Kennard and John Turner, directed by
Karen Hines, with Kennard, Rick
Kunst, Scott Macdonald, Greg Morrsi-
‘| son and Turner. Presented by Cana-
dian Stage in association with Mump
and Smoot at Canadian Stage Down-
stairs (26 Berkeley). Runs to February
14, Wednesday-Saturday at 8 pm, Sun-
day 7 pm. $28-$35. 368-3110, 872-1111,
Rating: NNNN

It’s hard to think of a more enter-
taining and funny recent show than
Mump & Smoot In Something
Else With Zug, the triumphant new
work from the masters of thc scary
laugh.-

At the show’s start, Mump (Mi-
chael Kennard) and Smoot (John
Turner) try ‘summoning up their
god Ummo. Instead, they find a

lamp, which when rubbed produces
Zug (Rick Kunst), a menacing
green-faced genie who grants them
anything they want.

These-wishes take up the rest of
the show, giving us hilarious access
to the demonic duo’s — and our
own — hidden desires for power,
{ove and magic.

Director Karen Hines success-
fully shapes individual scenes while
giving the work lots of momentum,
although one scenario in the second
act gbes'on a bit too long.

Greg Morrison, meanwhile, plays
the show’s thunderous electronic
music with frightening ease — ap-
propriate since hels put onstage and
costumed himself as a character
named Fingers. -

But it’s Turner and Kennard who
hijack our sympathies as they
search for meaning.and get side-
tracked, sometimes violently, by
their foibles and vanities.

In this pre-mlllcnmal year, when
we're all a little insecure about what
the future holds, Mump and
Smoot’s comic quests seem all the
more poignant — and necessary. .
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